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KIKA DE LA GARZA
15TH DISTRICT. TExAs





WASHINGTON, D Co-Rep Kika de la Garza announced today that the US Section
of the International Boundary and Water Commission advised him about the award
of two construction grants for further improvements to the Lower Rio Grande Flood
Control Project.
The first is a $2,052,660 contract to Motheral Contractors of Weslaco, for
the construction of the lower Banker Floodway which will complete the new controlled
Floodway for the Lower Rio Grande Flood Control Project to enable diversion from
the Rio Grande to the United States interior floodways of 50% of the river floods
in excess. of the capacity of the river channel at Brownsville--Matarnoros. The
Border Commission further advised Mr de la Garza that this project is scheduled
for completion in January 1975.
The second award is a $566,865.44 contract to the Pat Baker Construction
Company of Kingsbu~., Texas, for raising the levees along the Main and North
Floodways from McAllen to Weslaco according to Representative de la Garza's
information from the IBWC.
Current plans are to raise other sections of levee along the North Floodway
and to close the old Mission Floodway to place the new floodway in operation by
June 1975.
Rep de la Garza said with the completion of these two contract~ the flood
control improvement project in the United States, in an effort to provide pro-
tection against another flood like that of 1967, will be about 75% complete. The
entire project is estimated to cost $30 million.
* * *
